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Then Chaplain Basic Officer Leader Course 21-002 student, Chap. (Capt.) Kelsey Underwood gets ready with fellow students for the Fit to Win Course on
Fort Jackson, Jun. 10.

From first female field artillery officer to Army chaplain
By MEL SLATER
Chaplain Center and School
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FIELD ARTILLERY
TAUGHT ME THE
IMPORTANCE
OF CULTIVATING A STRONG
COMMUNITY
AND SUPPORT
SYSTEM.
Chaplain (Capt.)
Kelsey Underwood
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Before coming to CHBOLC, she spent time as a
chaplain candidate with HSC, 7th Infantry Division,
at JBLM and as a chaplain candidate with The Old
Guard, Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall, Virginia.
Underwood earned a Master of Divinity from
Western Seminary, Portland, Oregon in December
2020. She was commissioned to the Army Reserve
as a Chaplain in February 2021. She is ordained by
Grace Capital City, Washington D.C., and endorsed
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“God continues to equip me with the desire and
ability to edify others,” Underwood said. “I know
the importance of connectedness and how an encouraging word given at the right time empowers
Soldiers to grow stronger physically, mentally, and
even spiritually. I want to use my gift of serving Soldiers in a way that leads them to discovering their
own identity and purpose. I look forward to participating in raising up leaders who act as combat multipliers that improve the Army culture and make our
Army Family better.”
Underwood notes there is a difference in being an
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“Transitioning from combat arms to the chaplaincy requires a shift in mindset. Due to the nature of
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to it due to its focus on lethality. Artillerists measure
their effectiveness based on the amount of destruction they achieve,” Underwood said. “As a chaplain,
I aim to serve as the calming presence in the chaos
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effectiveness based on providing religious support
to Soldiers and advising the commander on the impact of religion within their own ranks and the larger
operational environment.”
Underwood will soon put that philosophy to the
test. Her next assignment is with the 174th Infantry
Brigade, Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst in New
Jersey to serve as the assistant brigade chaplain.
She said she enjoyed her time in CHBOLC –
the personal growth it enabled and the community
formed with classmates.
She offers advice to others interested in the Army
Chaplaincy.
“The Army needs good chaplains,” Underwood
said. “Training as a chaplain candidate serves as
a great opportunity to consider your calling as an
Army chaplain.”
She added an extra note for interested females.
“Representation matters. We need you. The Soldiers and their Families need you,” Underwood said.
Underwood rejoins her husband and daughter to
begin a new journey with a sacred mission to provide religious support services to Soldiers, their
Families and Army civilians with the charge to nurture the living, care for the wounded and honor the
dead – for God and Country.
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Then Chaplain Basic Officer Leader Course 21-002 student, Chap. (Capt.) Kelsey Underwood overcame obstacles and learned to depend on teammates at the Confidence Course on Fort Jackson, Jun. 15.
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