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The listed resources are provided in this document are operated by other government organizations, commercial firms, educational 
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REFERENCE 
 
Religious Violence Today: Faith and Conflict in the Modern World [2 volumes] by 
Michael Jerryson (2020) 
Through sections containing overview essays and reference entries related to particular 
religions, this resource explores the rise of religious violence, hate crime, and 
persecution around the world. Religious violence and persecution have been growing 
steadily both within the United States and around the world. Drawing on the expertise of 
a wide range of scholars, this current and comprehensive reference helps readers 
understand the persecution of members of particular faiths as well as violence 
committed by members of those faiths. In doing so it promotes a greater understanding 
of the role of religion in global politics, domestic and international terrorism, and 
religious bigotry.  The book contains sections on particular religious traditions from 
around the world. Each section begins with an overview essay surveying violence 
related to that particular religion, whether committed by or against members of that faith. 
Reference entries in each section then provide objective, fundamental information about 
particular topics related to violence and the religion discussed. The entries provide 
cross-references and suggestions for further reading, and the work closes with a 
bibliography of resources for further study. 
  
The Concise Oxford Dictionary of World Religions by John Bowker (2017) 
Containing entries on religions, movements, sects, and cults, texts, individuals, sacred 
sites, customs, ethics, and themes, this dictionary is both extensive and accessible. 
Fully cross-referenced for ease of use, it is suitable for anybody interested in finding out 
more about the religions of the world. 
 
Loci Sacri: 
Understanding 
Sacred Places 
by Thomas 
Coomans 
(2012) 
Sacred places 
have long 
exercised a 
special 
fascination. 
Sacred places 
are not static 
entities but 
reveal a 
historical dynamic. They are the result of cultural developments and have varied 
multidimensional levels of significance. They are places where time is, as it were, 
suspended, and they are points where holy times and holy places meet. Sacred places 
are places apart.  It is this specificity in the context of the Christian religions of the West 

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_ebooks_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Michael+Jerryson&text=Michael+Jerryson&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=digital-text
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that the contributors to Loci Sacri wishes to unveil by bringing together specialists from 
various disciplines, countries, and Christian denominations. One of the questions is why 
some sites have for centuries proven to be so popular while others have not. Another 
topic is the way in which extraordinary natural sites have been designated as sacred 
and given new meaning, primarily by means of architecture. Loci Sacri also explores the 
'eternal' character of this sacred status. 
 
Religious Celebrations: An Encyclopedia of Holidays, Festivals, Solemn 
Observances, and Spiritual Commemorations by J. Gordon Melton (2011)  
This two-volume work presents a comprehensive survey of all the ways people 
celebrate religious life around the globe.  
 
Encyclopedia of Sacred Places by Norbert Brockman (2011) 
Now thoroughly revised and updated, this encyclopedia documents the diversity of 
shrines, temples, holy places, and pilgrimage sites sacred to the world's major religious 
traditions, and illustrates their elemental place in human culture. 
 
Magico-Religious Groups and Ritualistic Activities: A Guide for First Responders 
by Tony Kail (2008)  
A woman lays unconscious on the floor surrounded by charcoaled symbols, burning 
candles, a bowl of viscous red liquid, and an array of dried herbs. Was this a healing 
ritual gone wrong or just straightforward foul play? Increasingly, first responders must 
deal with foreign practices and cultures that are often disturbing in their unfamiliarity. 
Understanding cultural variations and nuances can make the difference between much-
needed emergency treatment and the aggravation of an already sensitive situation. The 
first book of its kind, provides a cultural bridge for emergency personnel when 
interacting with various magico-religious cultures. More than just a litany of artifacts, 
rituals, and symbols, this valuable book draws from cultural anthropology and religious 
studies to unearth hidden meanings and place the information in a context relevant for 
the first responder. It offers crucial keys for improving communication, assessment, and 
treatment in culturally sensitive situations. Beginning with an introduction to the 
importance of trans-cultural communication, the book devotes subsequent chapters to 
the common and contrasting elements of several magico-religious groups. It considers 
the practices of Neo-Paganism, Santeria, Bantu religion (Palo Mayombe), Voodoo, and 
Curanderismo. The book separates fact from fantasy regarding sacred spaces and 
dates, ceremonies, group structure, sacred objects, cultural taboos, and beliefs about 
sickness and healing. It also includes a detailed review of the common herbs used in 
healing and ritual, as well as a glossary of cultural terms and an index of symbols. 
Promoting functional cultural competency, this book gives public service agencies and 
emergency responders the tools to properly assess situations, open lines of 
communication, protect cultural diversity and beliefs and, above all, provide effective 
emergency treatment. 
 
On Pilgrimage: Sacred Journeys Around the World by Jennifer Westwood (2002) 
On Pilgrimage walks readers through the 12 stages that are common to sacred 
journeys, describing both the spiritual and physical process. It features over 60 
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pilgrimage destinations worldwide and emphasizes both the personal quest and the 
multicultural and multifaith dimension of sacred travel. 

RELIGION &          
FOREIGN POLICY 
 
Finding Faith in Foreign 
Policy: Religion and 
American Diplomacy in 
a Postsecular World by 
Gregorio Bettiza (2019) 
Simply put, religion has 
become a major subject 
and object of American 
foreign policy in ways that 
were unimaginable just a 
few decades ago.  This 
book explains the causes 
and consequences of this 
shift by developing an 

original theoretical framework and drawing upon extensive empirical research and 
interviews. He argues that American foreign policy and religious forces have become 
ever more inextricably entangled in an age witnessing a global resurgence of religion 
and the emergence of a post-secular world society. He further shows how the 
boundaries between faith and state have been redefined through processes of            
de-secularization in the context of American foreign policy, leading the most powerful 
state in the international system to intervene and reshape in increasingly sustained 
ways sacred and secular landscapes around the globe. 
 
Religion and Authoritarianism: Cooperation, Conflict, and the Consequences 
(Cambridge Studies in Social Theory, Religion and Politics) (2014) 
This book provides a rare window into the micro-politics of contemporary authoritarian 
rule through a comparison of religious-state relations in Russia and China - two 
countries with long histories of religious repression, and even longer experiences with 
authoritarian politics. Drawing on extensive fieldwork in multiple sites in these countries, 
this book explores what religious and political authority want from one another, how they 
negotiate the terms of their relationship, and how cooperative or conflicting their 
interactions are. This comparison reveals that while tensions exist between the two 
sides, there is also ample room for mutually beneficial interaction. Religious 
communities and their authoritarian overseers are cooperating around the core issue of 
politics - namely, the struggle for money, power and prestige - and becoming 
unexpected allies in the process. 
 
Religion on the Battlefield by Ron Hassner (2016) 
Focuses on the everyday practice of religion in a military context: the prayers, rituals, 
fasts, and feasts of the religious practitioners who make up the bulk of the adversaries 
in, bystanders to, and observers of armed conflicts. To show that religious practices 
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have influenced battlefield decision making, Hassner draws most of his examples from 
major wars involving Western militaries. They include British soldiers in the trenches of 
World War I, U.S. pilots in World War II, and U.S. Marines in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
Hassner shows that even modern, rational, and bureaucratized military organizations 
have taken—and must take—religious practice into account in the conduct of war. 
 

 
Rethinking Religion and 
World Affairs by Timothy 
Samuel Shah (Editor), Alfred 
Stepan (Editor), Monica Duffy 
Toft (Editor) (2012)   
In recent years, the role of 
religion in the study and 
conduct of international affairs 
has become increasingly 
important. The essays in this 
volume seek to question and 
remedy the problematic 
neglect of religion in extant 
scholarship, grappling with 
puzzles, issues, and 
questions concerning religion 
and world affairs in six major 

areas. Contributors critically revisit the "secularization thesis," which proclaimed the 
steady erosion of religion's public presence as an effect of modernization; explore the 
relationship between religion, democracy, and the juridico-political discourse of human 
rights; assess the role of religion in fomenting, ameliorating, and redressing violent 
conflict; and consider the value of religious beliefs, actors, and institutions to the 
delivery of humanitarian aid and the fostering of socio-economic development. Finally, 
the volume addresses the representation of religion in the expanding global media 
landscape, the unique place of religion in American foreign policy, and the dilemmas it 
presents. Drawing on the work of leading scholars as well as policy makers and 
analysts, Rethinking Religion and World Affairs is the first comprehensive and 
authoritative guide to the interconnections of religion and global politics. 
 
Religion and Foreign Affairs by Dennis Hoover and Douglas Johnston (2012) 
Offers readers a broad selection of essays, ranging across cultures and worldviews. 
From the ethics of force and peacemaking to globalization and American foreign policy, 
this compendium provides a solid introduction to the field of religion and foreign affairs 
that will stimulate discussion and encourage intelligent practice. 
 
Religion, Terror, and Error: U.S. Foreign Policy and the Challenge of Spiritual 
Engagement by Douglas M. Johnston (2011) 
It shows how the United States can reposition itself to deal more effectively with the 
causal factors that underlie religious extremism; offers a successor to the rational-actor 

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Timothy+Samuel+Shah&text=Timothy+Samuel+Shah&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Timothy+Samuel+Shah&text=Timothy+Samuel+Shah&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Alfred+Stepan&text=Alfred+Stepan&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Alfred+Stepan&text=Alfred+Stepan&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_3?ie=UTF8&field-author=Monica+Duffy+Toft&text=Monica+Duffy+Toft&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_3?ie=UTF8&field-author=Monica+Duffy+Toft&text=Monica+Duffy+Toft&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Douglas+M.+Johnston&text=Douglas+M.+Johnston&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
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model of decision-making that has heretofore excluded "irrational" factors like religion; 
and suggests a new paradigm for U.S. leadership in anticipation of tomorrow's 
multipolar world. Describing how the United States should realign itself to deal more 
effectively with the factors underlying religious extremism, this innovative treatise 
explains how existing capabilities can be redirected to respond to the challenge and 
identifies additional capabilities that will be needed to complete the task. 
 
The Global Resurgence of Religion and the Transformation of International 
Relations: The Struggle for the Soul of the Twenty-First Century by Scott Thomas 
(2005) 
This book is about the global resurgence of culture and religion in international relations, 
and how these social changes are transforming our understanding of International 
Relation theory, and the key policy-related issue areas in world politics. It is evident in 
the on-going debates over the 'root causes' of 9/11 that there are many scholars, 
journalists and members of the public who still believe culture and religion can be 
explained away by appeals to more 'basic' economic, social or political forces in society. 
Therefore The Global Resurgence of Religion and the Transformation of International 
Relations presents an argument for taking culture - and particularly religion - as social 
forces that are important for understanding world politics in the post-Westphalian era. 
 
Religion, The Missing Dimension of Statecraft by Douglas Johnston (editor) (1994) 
The particularly American tendency to separate political from spiritual life often tends to 
ignore a vital aspect of international relations--one that can be a powerful tool in 
negotiations. Religion plays a crucial role in many international conflicts, yet for the most 
part, diplomacy either ignores or misunderstands its role. This unified collection of case 
studies and theoretical pieces attempts to restore this missing dimension to its rightful 
place in the conduct of international diplomacy. 
 
USNORTHCOM 

 
Out of Many Faiths: Religious 
Diversity and the American 
Promise by Eboo Patel (2019) 
America is the most religiously 
diverse nation on the planet. In 
today’s volatile climate of 
religious conflict and distrust, 
how do we affirm that the 
American promise is deeply 
intertwined with how each of us 
engages with people of different 
beliefs? Patel draws on his 
personal experience as a 
Muslim in America to examine 

the importance of religious diversity in the nation’s cultural, political, and economic life. 
He explores how religious language has given the United States some of its most 

https://www.amazon.com/Douglas-Johnston/e/B002BM4HOK/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/Eboo-Patel/e/B001IXNWQW/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
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enduring symbols and inspired its most vital civic institutions―and demonstrates how 
the genius of the American experiment lies in its empowerment of all people. 
 
Narco-Cults by Tony Kail (2015) 
Those who know about how spirituality plays into the world of drug smuggling have 
likely heard of Santa Muerte, Jesus Malverde, and Santería, but the details of the more 
obscure African religions and Latin American folk saints and cults often remain a 
mystery. While the vast majority of these religions are practiced by law-abiding citizens 
with no connections to the drug trade, their religious beliefs and practices are often 
appropriated by drug cartels and used to psychologically empower members of these 
organizations. Therefore, knowledge about narco-cults and spirituality related to the 
drug trade can be incredibly useful to narcotics officers, military and intelligence agents, 
and even the average street cop. This book looks at the growing phenomenon of narco-
cults and the use of indigenous spiritual traditions among drug trafficking organizations. 
Based on two decades of experience from one of the top consultants in the field, it 
provides investigative agencies with a means of identifying symbols, rituals, artifacts, 
and customs endemic to various drug trafficking organizations. The book features 
illustrations of altars, shrines, and tools along with detailed descriptions of their cultural 
significance and practical application in rituals and customs.  
Derived from empirical research, this sourcebook provides reliable information taken 
from ethnographic fieldwork, police reports, and interviews with practitioners. The 
knowledge contained herein will help build cultural competency among the many 
agencies investigating drug crimes. 
 
Saving Faith: Making Religious Pluralism an American Value at the Dawn of the 
Secular Age by David Mislin (2015) 
Chronicles the transformative historical moment when Americans began to reimagine 
their nation as one strengthened by the diverse faiths of its peoples. Between 1875 and 
1925, liberal Protestant leaders 
abandoned religious exclusivism and 
leveraged their considerable cultural 
influence to push others to do the 
same. This reorientation came about 
as an ever-growing group of 
Americans found their religious faith 
under attack on social, intellectual, and 
political fronts. A new generation of 
outspoken agnostics assailed the very 
foundation of belief, while noted 
intellectuals embraced novel spiritual 
practices and claimed that Protestant 
Christianity had outlived its usefulness. 
Faced with these grave challenges, 
Protestant clergy and their allies 
realized that the successful defense of 
religion against secularism required a 

https://www.amazon.com/David-Mislin/e/B017DIPD6C/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
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defense of all religious traditions. They affirmed the social value―and ultimately the 
religious truth―of Catholicism, Judaism, Hinduism, Buddhism, and Islam. They also 
came to view doubt and uncertainty as expressions of faith. 
 
Horizons of the Sacred: Mexican Traditions in U.S. Catholicism by Timothy 
Matovina & Gary Riebe-Estrella (2002) 
Explores the distinctive worldview underlying the faith and lived religion of Catholics of 
Mexican descent living in the United States. Religious practices, including devotion to 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, celebration of the Day of the Dead, the healing tradition of 
curanderismo, and Good Friday devotions such as the Way of the Cross (Via Crucis), 
reflect the increasing influence of Mexican traditions in U.S. Catholicism, especially 
since Mexicans and Mexican Americans are a growing group in most Roman Catholic 
congregations. 
 
Following the Great Spirit: Exploring Aboriginal Belief Systems by Michael Davie 
(2015) 
In crisis situations, aboriginal peoples in North America and elsewhere in the world have 
turned belief systems and values for spiritual guidance to help them cope with great 
change. Following The Great Spirit examines the ways in which these peoples have 
looked to their tribe's 'Great Spirit' to come to terms with turmoil and disruption in their 
societies. Author Michael B. Davie explores the Ghost Dance practiced by natives in the 
United States and Canada to overcome the onslaught of change brought about by 
European settlement. Also explored are the supposedly bullet-proof Ghost Shirt; the rise 
and fall of native influence in the fur trade and the Gisara ceremony in which dancers 
are literally burned by their audience - an insightful look at belief systems that guide and 
shape whole societies. 
 
Native Religions and Cultures of North America: Anthropology of the Sacred by 
Lawrence Sullivan (2003) 
This volume contains insightful essays on significant spiritual moments in eight different 
Native American cultures: Absaroke/Crow, Creek/Muskogee, Lakota, Mescalero, 
Apache, Navajo, Tlingit, Yup'ik, and Yurok. 
 
USSOUTHCOM 
 
Church, Cosmovision and the Environment: Religion and Social Conflict in 
Contemporary Latin America by Evan Berry (2018) 
Firstly, it provides comparative analysis of the manner in which diverse religious actors 
are currently participating in transnational, national, and local advocacy in places such 
as, Peru, Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia, Ecuador, Guatemala, and Mexico. It also considers 
the diversity of an often plural religious engagement with advocacy, including Catholic, 
Evangelical and Pentecostal perspectives alongside the effects of indigenous 
cosmological ideas. Finally, this book explores the specific religious sources of 
seemingly unlikely new alliances and novel articulations of rights, social justice, and 
ethics for the environmental concerns of Latin America. 
 

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Timothy+Matovina&text=Timothy+Matovina&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Timothy+Matovina&text=Timothy+Matovina&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Gary+Riebe-Estrella&text=Gary+Riebe-Estrella&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books


9 
 

 
The Cambridge History of Religions in Latin America by Garrard-Burnett, Virginia, 
Paul Freston, and Stephen C. Dove (2016) 
This comprehensive volume covers Latin American religious history from pre-Conquest 
times until the present. It addresses such varied religious traditions as indigenous 
spiritual religions, non-Christian traditions, new religious movements, and religions of 
the African diaspora. Furthermore, it describes the process of religious change that 
Latin America is currently undergoing. 
 
Religious Responses to Violence: Human Rights in Latin America Past and 
Present edited by Alexander Wilde (2015) 
During the past half century, Latin America has evolved from a region of political 
instability and frequent dictatorships into one of elected governments. Although its 
societies and economies have undergone sweeping changes, high levels of violence 
have remained a persistent problem. Religious Responses to Violence: Human Rights 
in Latin America Past and Present offers rich resources to understand how religion has 
perceived and addressed different forms of violence, from the political and state 
violence of the 1970s and 1980s to the drug traffickers and youth gangs of today. The 
contributors offer many fresh insights into contemporary criminal violence and 
reconsider past interpretations of political violence, liberation theology, and human 
rights in light of new questions and evidence. In contrast to many other studies of 
violence, this book explores its moral dimensions―up close in lived experience―and 
the real consequences of human agency. Alexander Wilde provides a thoughtful 
substantive introduction, followed by thematic chapters on "rights," "violence," and case 
studies of ten countries throughout the region. The book breaks new ground examining 
common responses as well as differences between Catholic and Evangelical pastoral 
accompaniment. These new studies focus on the specifically religious character of their 
responses―how they relate their mission and faith to violence in different contexts―to 
better understand how and why they have taken action. 

Rethinking 
insurgency: 
criminality, 
spirituality, and 
societal warfare in the 
Americas by John P. 
Sullivan & Robert J. 
Bunker (2011) 
Driven by globalization, 
Internet 
communications 
technology (ICT), and 
new economic forms 
the nature of states 
may be changing. 
Transnational criminal 
organizations (TCOs) – 

https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Sullivan%2C+John+P
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Sullivan%2C+John+P
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Bunker%2C+Robert+J
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Bunker%2C+Robert+J
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including what are commonly known as cartels – are early adopters to the new 
political/economic landscape. In addition to seeking to rule the illicit economy, criminal 
actors (networked cartels and gangs) are challenging states through high-order violence 
and leveraging nascent social/spiritual movements (narcocultura) to potentially usher in 
a new political dynamic. These violent non-state actors (criminal soldiers) are insurgent 
actors. They are waging new forms of insurgency – criminal and possibly spiritual – that 
have the potential to reconfigure states. 
 
USCENTCOM 
 
The True Significance of Sacred Tradition and Its Great Worth by St. Raphael 
Hawaweeny (Author), Patrick Viscuso (Translator) (2017) 
Never before published, the theological thesis of St. Raphael Hawaweeny (1860–1915) 
is a fascinating work that shows the intersection of Roman Catholicism, Protestantism, 
and Eastern Orthodoxy in the late nineteenth century. Canonized by the Orthodox 
Church in 2000, St. Raphael was the first Orthodox bishop consecrated in the western 
hemisphere. His thesis reflects the life of the Orthodox community under Ottoman rule 
and is an apologia for Orthodox tradition, acting as a response to arguments advanced 
by Roman Catholic and Protestant missionaries in the Middle East. Patrick Viscuso's 
introduction explains the complex historical and theological forces at work in St. 
Raphael's world. Since the sixteenth century, the Roman Catholic Church had launched 
major proselytization efforts toward Orthodox Christians in the Ottoman Empire, with the 
support of the great Western powers. In the late nineteenth century, the United States 
dominated Protestant efforts in the region. The powerful language in St. Raphael's 
thesis and his refutation of Roman Catholic and Protestant positions reflect an active 
dialogue with Western Christianity. 
 
The New Sectarianism: The Arab Uprisings and the Rebirth of the Shi'a-Sunni 
Divide by Geneive Abdo (2016) 
The Shi'a-Sunni conflict is one of the most significant outcomes arising from the Arab 
rebellions. Yet, there is little understanding of who is driving this tension and the 
underlying causes. By delving deeply into the historical factors leading up to the 
present-day conflict, The New Sectarianism sheds new light on how Shi'a and Sunni 
perceive one another after the Arab uprisings, how these perceptions have affected the 
Arab world, and why the dream of a pan-Islamic awakening was misplaced. 
 
Islam in the World Today: A Handbook of Politics, Religion, Culture, and Society 
by Werner Ende & Udo Steinbach (2010) 
Considered the most authoritative single-volume reference work on Islam in the 
contemporary world, the German-language Der Islam in der Gegenwart, currently in its 
fifth edition, offers a wealth of authoritative information on the religious, political, social, 
and cultural life of Islamic nations and of Islamic immigrant communities elsewhere. 
More current than the latest German edition on which it is based, Islam in the World 
Today covers a comprehensive array of topics in concise essays by some of the world's 
leading experts on Islam. 
 

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=St.+Raphael+Hawaweeny&text=St.+Raphael+Hawaweeny&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=St.+Raphael+Hawaweeny&text=St.+Raphael+Hawaweeny&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Patrick+Viscuso&text=Patrick+Viscuso&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/Geneive-Abdo/e/B001IZPN12/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
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Religion, Conflict, and Military Intervention by Rosemary Durward and Lee Marsden 
(2009) 
The book uniquely combines chapters highlighting Christian and Islamist theological 
approaches to understanding and interpreting conflict, as well as case studies on the 
role of religion in US foreign policy and the Iraq war, with religious perspectives on 
building peace once conflicts are resolved. The volume provides an ideal starting point 
for anyone wishing to gain a deeper understanding of the religious character of conflict 
in the twenty-first century and how such conflict could be resolved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
USAFRICOM 
 
Religion in War and Peace in Africa by Margee Ensign (Editor), Jean-Pierre Karegeye 
(2020) 
This work shows how "Religious extremism" transcends the realm of belief, analyzing 
current armed conflicts in Africa with perpetrators claiming to act in accord with their 
religion and moral values. 
 
Religion and Human Security in Africa by Ezra Chitando & Joram Tarusarira (2019) 
Written by an international team of contributors, this book looks in detail at the 
intersection of religion and security in a variety of African contexts. Case studies from a 
diverse set of countries including Nigeria, Ghana, South Africa, Burkina Faso, and 
more, are used to illustrate wider trends across the continent. Acknowledging that 
religion can be used to incite violence as well as encourage peace, the chapters employ 
an interdisciplinary exploration of the ethics, sociology, and politics around these issues. 
 
Contemporary Perspectives on Religions in Africa and the African Diaspora by 
Carolyn Jones Medine (2015) 
The contributors note the historic, philosophical, socio-cultural, moral, and legal 
implications of religions rooted in African realities and their rich and varied groundings in 
the diaspora. This book will be a valuable tool for many, especially students of the new 

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_ebooks_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Margee+Ensign&text=Margee+Ensign&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=digital-text
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_ebooks_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Jean-Pierre+Karegeye&text=Jean-Pierre+Karegeye&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=digital-text
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African diaspora who have to welcome and appreciate learning and 'singing [the divine 
message and song] in a strange land. 
 

African 
Religions: A 
Very Short 
Introduction  
by Jacob Olupona 
(2014) 
What are African 
religions? This 
work answers this 
question by 
examining 
primarily 
indigenous 
religious traditions 
on the African 
continent, as well 
as exploring 

Christianity and Islam. It focuses on the diversity of ethnic groups, languages, cultures, 
and worldviews, emphasizing the continent's regional diversity. 
 
African Religions: Symbol, Ritual, and Community by Benjamin Ray (1999) 
This book presents a portrait of African religious history framed in the religious themes 
common to the rest of the world. It looks at the traditional religions that provided the 
philosophical, religious, and ethical basis of African culture. Focusing primarily on 
traditional African religions and their related myths, rituals, authorities, ethics , and 
artwork, the book also includes substantial treatment on nationalism, African Islam and 
Christianity. For anyone who wants to gain an understanding of the relationship 
between African religion and culture. 
 
USEUCOM 
 
Great Pilgrimage Sites of Europe by Derry Brabbs (2020) 
Pilgrimage in Europe is currently thriving on a scale that simply could not have been 
envisaged just a few decades ago. Not only are greater numbers of people now 
emulating the medieval pilgrims who made their way on foot across Europe to the 
shrines of martyred apostles in Rome (Peter and Paul) and Santiago de Compostela 
(James), but millions each year are also travelling by air, rail, road and foot to the world 
famous sites of Marian Apparition such as Lourdes (France), Fatima (Portugal), Knock 
(Ireland). These three sites alone receive almost 12 million pilgrims a year between 
them. This book covers all the key pilgrimage sites across Europe, as well the lesser 
known ones such as La Salette in the French Alps. 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Derry-Brabbs/e/B001IXMUJW/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
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Russian Nuclear Orthodoxy: Religion, Politics, and Strategy by Dmitry Adamsky 
(2019) 
A nuclear priesthood has arisen in Russia. From portable churches to the consecration 
of weapons systems, the Russian Orthodox Church has been integrated into every facet 
of the armed forces to become a vital part of Russian national security, politics, and 
identity. This extraordinary intertwining of church and military is nowhere more visible 
than in the nuclear weapons community, where the priesthood has penetrated all levels 
of command and the Church has positioned itself as a guardian of the state's nuclear 
potential. Russian Nuclear Orthodoxy considers how, since the Soviet collapse in 1991, 
the Church has worked its way into the nuclear forces, the most significant wing of one 
of the world's most powerful military organizations. Dmitry Adamsky describes how the 
Orthodox faith has merged with Russian national identity as the Church continues to 
expand its influence on foreign and domestic politics. The Church both legitimizes and 
influences Moscow's assertive national security strategy in the twenty-first century. This 
book sheds light on the role of faith in modern militaries and highlights the implications 
of this phenomenon for international security. Ultimately, Russian Nuclear Orthodoxy 
interrogates the implications of the confluence of religion and security for other 
members of the nuclear club, beyond Russia. 
 
A Sacred Space Is Never Empty: A history of Soviet Atheism by Victoria Smolkin 
(2019) 
Drawing on a wealth of archival material and in-depth interviews with those who were 
on the front lines of Communist ideological campaigns, Victoria Smolkin argues that to 
understand the Soviet experiment, we must make sense of Soviet atheism. Smolkin 
shows how atheism was reimagined as an alternative cosmology with its own set of 
positive beliefs, practices, and spiritual commitments. Through its engagements with 
religion, the Soviet leadership realized that removing religion from the "sacred spaces" 
of Soviet life was not enough. Then, in the final years of the Soviet experiment, Mikhail 
Gorbachev―in a stunning and unexpected reversal―abandoned atheism and 

reintroduced religion into Soviet public life. 
 
Religion During the Russian Ukrainian 
Conflict by Elizabeth A. Clark & Dmytro Vovk 
(2019) 
This book investigates how the military conflict 
between Russia and Ukraine has affected the 
religious situation in these countries. It considers 
threats to and violations of religious freedom, 
including those arising in annexed Crimea and in 
the eastern part of Ukraine, where fighting 
between Ukrainian government forces and 
separatist paramilitary groups backed and 
controlled by Russia is still going on, as well as 
in Russia and Ukraine more generally. It also 

assesses the impact of the conflict on church-state relations and national religion policy 
in each country and explores the role religion has played in the military conflict and the 
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ideology surrounding it, focusing especially on the role of the Ukrainian and Russian 
Orthodox churches, as well as on the consequences for inter-church relations and 
dialogue. 
 
Russian Orthodoxy Resurgent: Faith and Power in the New Russia by John 
Garrard (2014) 
Explores the expansive and ill-understood role that Russia's ancient Christian faith has 
played in the fall of Soviet Communism and in the rise of Russian nationalism today. 
John and Carol Garrard tell the story of how the Orthodox Church's moral weight helped 
defeat the 1991 coup against Gorbachev launched by Communist Party hardliners. The 
Soviet Union disintegrated, leaving Russians searching for a usable past. The Garrards 
reveal how Patriarch Aleksy II--a former KGB officer and the man behind the church's 
successful defeat of the coup--is reconstituting a new national idea in the church's own 
image.  
 
New Multicultural Identities in Europe: Religion and Ethnicity in Secular Societies 
by Erkan Toğuşlu, Johan Leman, İsmail Mesut Sezgin (2014) 
How to understand Europe’s post-migrant Islam on the one hand and indigenous, anti-
Islamic movements on the other? What impact will religion have on the European 
secular world and its regulation? How do social and economic transitions on a 
transnational scale challenge ethnic and religious identifications? 
These questions are at the very heart of the debate on multiculturalism in present-day 
Europe and are addressed by the authors in this book. Through the lens of post-migrant 
societies, manifestations of identity appear in pluralized, fragmented, and de-
territorialized forms. This new European multiculturalism calls into question the nature of 
boundaries between various ethnic-religious groups, as well as the demarcation lines 
within ethnic-religious communities. Although the contributions in this volume focus on 
Islam, ample attention is also paid to Christianity, Judaism, and Hinduism. The authors 
present empirical data from cases in Turkey, Germany, France, Spain, the United 
Kingdom, Poland, Norway, Sweden, and Belgium, and sharpen the perspectives on the 
religious-ethnic manifestations of identity in the transnational context of 21st-century 
Europe. 
 
Defending the Border: Identity, Religion, and Modernity in the Republic of Georgia 
by Mathijs Pelkmans (2006) 
This book, one of the first in English about everyday life in the Republic of Georgia, 
describes how people construct identity in a rapidly changing border region. Based on 
extensive ethnographic research, it illuminates the myriad ways residents of the Caucasus 
have rethought who they are since the collapse of the Soviet Union.  Through an 
exploration of three towns in the southwest corner of Georgia, all of which are situated 
close to the Turkish frontier, Mathijs Pelkmans shows how social and cultural boundaries 
took on greater importance in the years of transition, when such divisions were expected to 
vanish. By tracing the fears, longings, and disillusionment that border dwellers projected on 
the Iron Curtain, Pelkmans demonstrates how elements of culture formed along and in 
response to territorial divisions, and how these elements became crucial in attempts to 
rethink the border after its physical rigidities dissolved in the 1990s. 
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The New Silk Roads: The New Asia and the Remaking of the World Order by Peter 
Frankopan (2020) 
This book realigns our understanding of the world, pointing us eastward. It was on the 
Silk Roads that East and West first encountered each other through trade and 
conquest, leading to the spread of ideas, cultures and religions. From the rise and fall of 
empires to the spread of Buddhism and the advent of Christianity and Islam, right up to 
the great wars of the twentieth century—this book shows how the fate of the West has 
always been inextricably linked to the East. 
 
Shamanism: An A-Z Reference Guide by Marilyn Walker (2020) 
Shamanism is a widely used term for a broad range of spiritual practices across time, 
continents, and cultures. Shamanism is your all-in-one reference guide to shamanic 
traditions and healing modalities around the world. 
 
Improvisational Islam: Indonesian Youth in a Time of Possibility by Nur Amali 
Ibrahim (2018) 
These experimental forms of religious improvisations and practices have developed in a 
specific Indonesian political context that has evolved after the deposal of President 
Suharto’s authoritarian New Order regime in 1998. At the same time, Improvisational 
Islam suggests that the Indonesian case study brings into sharper relief processes that 
are happening in ordinary Muslim life everywhere. To be a practitioner of their religion, 
Muslims draw on and are inspired by not only their holy scriptures, but also the non-
traditional ideas and practices that circulate in their society, which importantly include 
those originating in the West. In the contemporary political discourse where Muslims are 
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often portrayed as uncompromising and adversarial to the West and where bans and 
walls are deemed necessary to keep them out, this story about flexible and creative 
Muslims is an important one to tell. 
 
Zen Baggage by Bill Porter (2018) 
In the spring of 2006, Bill Porter traveled through the heart of China, from Beijing to 
Hong Kong, on a pilgrimage to sites associated with the first six patriarchs of Zen. Zen 
Baggage is an account of that journey. He weaves together historical background, 
interviews with Zen masters, and translations of the earliest known records of Zen, 
along with personal vignettes. Porter's account captures the transformations taking 
place at religious centers in China but also the abiding legacy they have somehow 
managed to preserve. Porter brings wisdom and humor to every situation, whether 
visiting ancient caves containing the most complete collection of Buddhist texts ever 
uncovered, enduring a six-hour Buddhist ceremony, searching in vain for the ghost in 
his room, waking up the monk in charge of martial arts at Shaolin Temple, or meeting 
the abbess of China's first Zen nunnery. 
 
Battling the Buddha of Love: A Cultural Biography of the Greatest Statue Never 
Built by Jessica Marie Falcone (2018) 
Falcone sheds light on the aspirations, values, and practices of both the Buddhists who 
worked to construct the statue, as well as the Indian farmer-activists who tirelessly 
protested against the Maitreya Project. Because the majority of the supporters of the 
Maitreya Project statue are converts to Tibetan Buddhism, individuals Falcone terms 
"non-heritage" practitioners, she focuses on the spectacular collision of cultural values 
between small agriculturalists in rural India and transnational Buddhists hailing from 
Portland to Pretoria. She asks how could a transnational Buddhist organization 
committed to compassionate practice blithely create so much suffering for impoverished 
rural Indians. Falcone depicts the cultural logics at work on both sides of the 
controversy, and through her examination of these logics she reveals the divergent, 
competing visions of Kushinagar's potential futures. Battling the Buddha of Love traces 
power, faith, and hope through the axes of globalization, transnational religion, and rural 
grassroots activism in South Asia, showing the unintended local consequences of an 
international spiritual development project. 
 
The Souls of China: The Return of Religion after Mao by Ian Johnson (2017) 
China is in the midst of one of the world's great spiritual awakenings: some 300 million 
Chinese currently practice a faith, while tens of millions more follow personal gurus, 
populist masters and New Age sages. This astonishing revival began in 1982 when the 
Communist Party pledged to allow what it thought would be a small-scale practice of 
religion under government supervision. But the faithful have expanded far beyond the 
Party's expectations: Today, China's cities and villages are filled with new temples, 
churches, and mosques as well as cults, sects and politicians trying to harness religion 
for their own ends. Fueling this resurgence is a popular desire to rediscover a moral 
compass in a society driven by naked capitalism. For six years, Pulitzer Prize-winning 
writer Ian Johnson lived for extended periods with three religious communities: the  
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underground Early Rain Protestant congregation in Chengdu, the Ni family's Buddhist 
pilgrimage association in Beijing, and yin yang Daoist priests in rural Shanxi. Johnson 
distills these experiences into a cycle of festivals, births, deaths, detentions, and 
struggle that reveals the hearts and minds of the Chinese people--a great awakening of 
faith that is shaping the soul of the world's newest superpower. 
 

The Silk Roads: A New 
History of the World 
(2017) 
This work realigns our 
understanding of the 
world, pointing us 
eastward. It was on the 
Silk Roads that East and 
West first encountered 
each other through trade 
and conquest, leading to 
the spread of ideas, 
cultures and religions. 
From the rise and fall of 
empires to the spread of 
Buddhism and the advent 
of Christianity and Islam, 

right up to the great wars of the twentieth century—this book shows how the fate of the 
West has always been inextricably linked to the East. 
 
Religion and Development in the Asia-Pacific: Sacred Places as Development 
Spaces by Anna Halafoff and Matthew Clarke (2016) 
Calls for greater attention to be given to the role of sacred places as sites for 
development activities, and for a deeper appreciation of the way in which sacred stories 
and teachings inspire people to work for the benefit of others in particular locations. The 
book considers theories of ‘place’ as a component of successful development 
interventions and expands this analysis to consider the specific role that sacred places 
– buildings and social networks – have in planning, implementing and promoting 
sustainable development. A series of case studies examine various sacred places as 
sites for development activities. These case studies include Christian churches and 
disaster relief in Vanuatu; Muslim shrines and welfare provision in Pakistan; a women’s 
Buddhist monastery in Thailand advancing gender equity; a Jewish aid organization 
providing language training to Muslim Women in Australia; and Hawaiian sacred sites 
located within a holistic retreat center committed to ecological sustainability.  
 
The Spirit of Things: Materiality and Religious Diversity in Southeast Asia by 
Julius Bautista (2012) 
What role do objects play in crafting the religions of Southeast Asia and shaping the 
experiences of believers? The Spirit of Things explores religious materiality in a region 
marked by shifting boundaries, multiple beliefs, and trends toward religious exclusivism. 
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While most studies of religion in Southeast Asia focus on doctrines or governmental 
policy, contributors to this volume recognize that religious "things"―statues, talismans, 
garments, even sacred automobiles―are crucial to worship, and that they have a broad 
impact on social cohesion. By engaging with religion in its tangible forms, faith 
communities reiterate their essential narratives, allegiances, and boundaries, and 
negotiate their coexistence with competing belief systems. These ethnographic and 
historical studies of Southeast Asia furnish us with intriguing perspectives on wider 
debates concerning the challenges of secularization, pluralism, and interfaith 
interactions around the world. In this volume, contributors offer rich ethnographic 
analyses of religious practices in the Philippines, Thailand, Malaysia, Vietnam, 
Indonesia, and Burma that examine the roles materiality plays in the religious lives of 
Southeast Asians. These essays demonstrate that religious materials are embedded in 
a host of practices that enable the faithful to negotiate the often tumultuous experience 
of living amid other believers. What we see is that the call for plurality, often initiated by 
government, increases the importance of religious objects, as they are the means by 
which the distinctiveness of a particular faith is "fenced" in a field of competing religious 
discourses. This project is called "the spirit of things" to evoke both the "aura" of 
religious objects and the power of material things to manifest "that which is 
fundamental" about faith and belief. 
 
The Religious Question of Modern China by Vincent Goossaert and David Palmer 
(2011) 
Vincent Goossaert and David A. Palmer piece together the puzzle of religion in China 
not by looking separately at different religions in different contexts, but by writing a 
unified story of how religion has shaped, and in turn been shaped by, modern Chinese 
society. From Chinese medicine and the martial arts to communal temple cults and 
revivalist redemptive societies, the authors demonstrate that from the nineteenth 
century onward, as the Chinese state shifted, the religious landscape consistently 
resurfaced in a bewildering variety of old and new forms. The Religious Question in 
Modern China integrates historical, anthropological, and sociological perspectives in a 
comprehensive overview of China’s religious history that is certain to become an 
indispensable reference for specialists and students alike. 
 
Qigong Fever by David Palmer (2007) 
The practice was promoted by senior Communist Party leaders as a uniquely Chinese 
healing tradition and as a harbinger of a new scientific revolution, yet the movement's 
mass popularity and the almost religious devotion of its followers led to its ruthless 
suppression. In this absorbing and revealing book, David A. Palmer relies on a 
combination of historical, anthropological, and sociological perspectives to describe the 
spread of the qigong craze and its reflection of key trends that have shaped China since 
1949, including the search for a national identity and an emphasis on the absolute 
authority of science. Qigong offered the promise of an all-powerful technology of the 
body rooted in the mysteries of Chinese culture. However, after 1995 the scientific 
underpinnings of qigong came under attack, its leaders were denounced as charlatans, 
and its networks of followers, notably Falun gong, were suppressed as "evil cults." 
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Spirited Politics: Religion and Public Life in Contemporary Southeast Asia by 
Andrew Clinton Willford, Kenneth M. George (2005) 
The essays in Spirited Politics throw light on predicaments that spring from the 
intersection of religion, ethnicity, and nationalism in contemporary Southeast Asian 
public life. Covering material from Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, and the Philippines, 
the contributors explore the calamities and ironies of Southeast Asian identity politics, 
examining the ways in which religion and politics are made to serve each other. 
 
Buddha's Warriors: The Story of the CIA-Backed Tibetan Freedom Fighters, the 
Chinese Communist Invasion, and the Ultimate Fall of Tibet by Mikel Dunham & 
The Dalai Lama (2004) 
Brings to life Tibet before the Chinese communist invasions and depicts the transition of 
peaceful monks to warriors with the help of the CIA.  Tibet in the last sixty years has 
been so much mystified and politicized that the world at large is confused about what 
really happened to the "Rooftop of the World" when Mao invaded its borders in 1950. 

 
“The ability of Chaplains to bring to their commanders the kind of advice that lets us 

know the environment that we are in, that lets us know what the religious fracture 
lines are around us [is invaluable],”  

 
General Paul J. Selva, Retired 

10th Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff  
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